
 
       

 

 

 
 

Formal Alliances  
 

This year, the theme of our ongoing journey with Rosalie is The Story of Our Blessed 

Bonds. In the previous issue we reflected on our first bonds, the mother-child relationship 

in particular, that could be characterized as more innate and instinctive. In this issue we 

will take a closer look at our more formal bonds, specifically marriage, whereby we are 

invited to voluntarily enter into a profound long-term relationship. 

Marriage is a vital union because it is the foundation of society and it is with this 

sacrament that Christ builds His Church. 

The ideal marriage would be one where both parties experience mutuality, sincere trust 

and a healthy interdependence that allows each one to preserve their specific identity. 

However, reality is such that when two people come together they present themselves 

with their woundedness, their way of doing things and the specifics of their personality. 

That is why the union of two persons, which at first sight might seem simple, ends up 

being far more complex than it looks.  

We all know that life as a couple is not easy for it is a combination of trials and joys. In 

the commitment ceremony we say the words: « For better or for worse! »? By so doing 

both spouses are invited to reflect on what a true relationship is really about. If there is a 

lack of commitment, trust, true love, mutual support etc., when a problem presents itself 

the relationship risks becoming fragile and the couple might have difficulty continuing 

their journey together.   

When children arrive the couple must be vigilant to protect their alliance, their love, in 

order to maintain the unity that it is the basic nucleus of the new family. It is essential 

that the values parents want to convey to their children be first and foremost lived by the 

parents and modeled by them in their relationship, since respect, mutual help, love, 

sharing, gentleness etc. can easily give way to contempt, individualism, resentment, even 

violence. Both spouses have the responsibility to be aware of the impact of their actions, 

words and even their thoughts, for they are inspirations and models for their children. 

They should never hesitate to seek professional help and support if it should become 

necessary. 
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Rosalie 

Rosalie was raised in a loving family where she enjoyed a happy childhood. It was only 

normal that she would want to reproduce the model she had witnessed with her parents.   

At 17 years of age she married Jean-Marie Jetté.  

 

Once married, Jean-Marie, a « voyageur » who travelled between spring and autumn 

transporting merchandise by canoe, decided to remain with Rosalie and take over the 

daily chores on the farm. This solitary man, who till then had been away most of the time 

-- because of the alliance contracted with his wife -- accepted to change his lifestyle in 

order to take on his new responsibilities. Indeed, it is often the case that those couples 

who support one another and share the tasks are often the most united and happiest.  

 

The love between Rosalie and Jean-Marie bore the fruit of their 11 children. They 

educated their children through the witness of their own life, for they were hard-working 

people, generous, hospitable towards those in need and readily sharing with them the 

little they had. The parents were aware that their children not only had basic needs to be 

filled, but also values to be received. They were concerned with instilling in them the 

values of sharing and family spirit. Today, these values are threatened by individualism 

and the lack of communication because we are glued to our screens of all types and 

because of the breakdown of the family. 

 

Among the many trials of their life as a couple the most difficult was the loss of all of 

their belongings due to a fraudulent transaction. Jean-Marie was shaken to the core. He 

was ashamed and could not forgive himself. Rosalie supported him through this hardship 

by drawing on the strength of her faith. Her first reflex was to forgive her husband and 

the person who took advantage of him. By so doing, she demonstrated her children that 

forgiveness is both freeing and healing. She made it possible for the two of them to pick 

up the pieces and continue their journey together.  

 

Financial difficulties are part and parcel of the reality of the life of couples today. They 

are a source of tension and stress. Mutual support, lived in love, prayer, and forgiveness 

becomes essential because it is the first step toward the resolution off all types of 

problems.  

 

 

Questions for further reflection 
 

 How are you inspired by the union of Rosalie and Jean-Marie? For example, the 

mutual support of the couple in times of difficulty, the values transmitted to the 

children, sharing, family spirit, forgiveness of others lived within the family and 

the couple. 

• How would you define your “couple” relationship that you lived or are presently 

living? Is it helping you to grow as a person and as couple? (If you are not part of 

a “couple”, please consider a significant relationship in your life.) 



 What are the values that you think you have been able to convey or want to 

convey to your children? (If you do not have children, what do you think those 

values would be?) 

 Does God have a place in your life as a couple and as a family? (Or as a single 

person?) 

 


